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Of a confiderable Load-ftone digged out of the Ground

in Defz/mybire.

T His Stone was lately fent up out of the faid County, and pre-
fented to the R, Society by the Reverend Arch-deacon, Do-
&or Edw, Cotton, with this defcription, That it weighs 6o pounds 5
and that, though it take up no great weight, yet it moves a Needle
about nine Foot diftant, Some part of it being broken off, he hach
fent up alfo, becaunfe (faithhe ) being put inits proper place, it
adds much ftrength to it, but without that addition it moves no:
much more than feven Foor,

Care will be had, that Tryals be made of the Vertue of this Stone,
both of the two pieces clofed together, and of cach piece feparately, and
that uncapped as well ascapped, :

Some Obfervables about Load-ftones, and Sea-C omf).fg[]bf..

A'Noble Perfondid upon.alate occafion; affirm, That a Needle
of a Sea-Compafs, put in a good Iron Mine (which,be f4:d, yeilded
23 pounds of Meral, outofa r20 pounds of Ore) was not fenfibly
moved thereby.

Another Honourable Perfon defired,it might be obferved,whe-
ther touched Needles move otherwife, when the Veins of Iron do
not lie Northand South, thenwhen they dofos

It being inquired by a Note from forreign parts, Whether the
Sea-Compafles in England were brought to a greater perfection,
than in other Conntries 2 Anfwer was made by intelligent perfons
here, That all the perfection of our Sea-Compafies, as yet, con-
fifted inthis, That the Needles be touched by good Load-ftones,
and well librated,and that the Variation be truly placed : Though
it wasfuggelted withal, chat for the greater perfection of fuch Sea-
Compafles,a way was contriving,to fhew the Variation to Mizstes
and Seconds,

It was al{o propos’d, T hat it might be inquired into,

1. Whether a Needle may be {o toucht uppn any Magnet, -as
not to point to the true North and Sonth, to be tried in {uch places

where there is no Variation known?
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2. Whether different Load-ftones will give. different Direci-
ons ¢ And whether fainter or ftronger touches upon one and the
fame Magnet, will caule any Varation in the Directions 2 Tor
which puipofe, assmany Load-ftones fhould be procured, as could
be had, and a good number of Needles exactly made,of the (ame
Metal, bignefs, and figure ?

PROPOSALS
Totrythe Effeltsof the Preumatick Engine exhanfled, in Plants,
Seeds, Eges of Silkworms.

The Ingenious Dr, Beale did formerly fuggett, as follows,

It would be, think (fasth he)very well worth the tryal,to fee whac
Effe&s would be produced on Plants,put into the Pneumatick (or
Rarifying ) Engine of Mr, Boyle,|with the Earth about their
Roots, and flourifhing; whether they would not fuddenly wither,
if the Airwere totally taken from them And particularly to try
in the Sedafon, Cherry- Bloffoms, when partly opened, partly not o-
pened, upon a Branch 5 to wit, whether the Airmay befo atte-
nuated as to blaft, But it maybe noted, thatthe Bloffoms do not
forthwith difcover the biaft: -Anold experienced Country-man
having once given me notice of a blafty Noon, (it being then a
Suluy weather, and fomcewhat gloomy with the thicknefs of Ex-
halations, almoftlike avery thick Mift ) and within aday or two
fhewing the preof upon the Cherry-Blofloms then flagging, but
not muchaltering their Colour tiill two days more were paft,

The Noble Mr, Loyle [uggefts as proper for the approaching Sea-
fons Thatit may be tried,

1, Whether Seeds (efpecially fuchasare ofa hafty growth, vid,
Orpin, Leitice, Garden-crefs-[eeds, ére.) will germinate and thrive
in the exhaufted Receiver of the {aid Engine ?

2, Whether the Exclufion of Air from the Senfitive Plant,
would be harmful toit

3, Whether the Grafting of Pears upon Spina Cervina (the
almoft only Purgative Vegetable known. in Ezgland ) will pro-
ducethe eflect of communicating to the Fruit that purging qua-
Kty, or not? . ‘

#. Whether Silkworms Eggs willbe hatched infuch an exhau-
fted R eceiver, in the Seafon proper for hatching ¢
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